JOS                            ENGLAND'S DEBT TO INDIA
than at Alexandria.3 Even in the early days of the British the shipping industry was in a flourishing condition in India. The East India Company built many of its ships there. A building yard was maintained at Surat, up to 1735, in which year most of the work was transferred to Bombay. The foreman of the Surat shipyard was a Parsee Indian. In 1774 the grandsons of this foreman, Lowjee, built two ships of 900 tons each. Later on in the latter part of the eighteenth and the early part of the nineteenth century, in this shipyard and under the supervision of Indian fore-men were built nine ships, seven frigates and six smaller vessels for the British Royal Navy. In 1802 the British Admiralty ordered men-of-war for the King's navy to be constructed at Bombay. The master builder was a Parsee. From 1736 to 1837, the position of master-builder was always held by an Indian.
In 1775, a visitor recorded the following observation about the shipyard:
"Here is a dockyard large and well-contrived with all kinds of naval stores . . . and . . . forges for making anchors. It boasts such a dry-dock as is, perhaps, not to be seen in any part >of Europe, either for size or convenient situation."4'
Lieut-Col. A. Walker wrote in 1811 : "The docks (i.e., those at Bombay) that have recently been constructed are capable of containing vessels of any force."
As for their quality the same authority said:
"It is calculated that every ship in the navy of Great Britain is renewed every twelve years. It is well known that teak-wood built ships last fifty years and upwards. Many ships, Bombay-built, after running fourteen or fifteen years have been brought into the navy and were considered as strong as ever. . . . No Europe-built Indiaman is capable of going more than six voyages with safety."
As to their cost the same authority says: "Ships built at Bombay also are executed by a quarter cheaper than in the docks of England, so that the English-built ships requiring to be renewed every twelve years, the expense is quadruple."5
The East India Company maintained several shipyards in Bengal, but gradually Calcutta came to be the centre of the industry.
In 1781 to 1800 inclusive, 35 ships with a total tonnage of 17,020, were built at Calcutta; in 1801, 19 ships of 10,079 tons; in 1813, 21 ships of 10,376 tons. Including the above from 1801
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